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The  House  being  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  FLOKENCEsaid: 

Mr.  Chairman:  If  there  is  any  one  thing  of  which  I  am  proud,  it 
is  in  being  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  ;  in  having  always  been 
such ;  in  possessing  the  confidence  of  a  large  and  intelligent  Demo- 
cratic constituency,  who  have  honored  me,  on  five  successive  occasions, 
by  electing  me  as  their  Kepresentative  here.  The  Democratic  party 
is  a  glorious  party — established  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  fostered  by 
Madison  and  Monroe,  strengthened  and  regenerated  by  Jackson,  and 
now  sustained  by  the  honored  and  upright  Chief  Magistrate  who  fills 
the  Executive  chair.  It  is  the  party  of  the  Constitution,  the  party  of 
liberty,  and  the  party  of  the  Union.  No  other  party  can  justly  claim 
to  be  the  champion  of  the  Constitution,  the  supporter  of  the  Union, 
and  the  defender  of  liberty.  "  The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit ;"  and 
the  history  of  the  country  for  the  last  sixty  years,  already  told  by 
abler  tongues  than  mine,  shows — incontestably  proves — that  the 
Democratic  party  has  always  been  Ci first  and  foremost"  in  maintain- 
ing the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  has  thus  saved  the  Union  itself, 
the  permanence  of  which  must  depend  upon  a  proper  observance  of 
the  Constitution,  which  is  the  rock  of  the  Union's  foundation.  To  be 
an  accepted  member  of  a  party  having  so  glorious  a  mission,  at  all 
times  ready  to  perform  it,  and  fulfilling  all  duties  gallantly  and  pa- 
triotically, is  a  high  distinction,  of  which  I  am  rightly  proud.  Yet 
this  Democratic  party,  discharging  such  duties,  and  so  successfully, 
is  antagonized  by  Opposition,  composed  of  various  and  incongruous 
elements,  of  no  uniformity  of  purpose,  of  differing  and  different  prin- 
ciples ;  reminding  us  of  Macbeth' s  witchcraft : 

"  Black  spirits  and  white, 
Bed  spirits  and  gray, 
Mingle,  mingle,  mingle, 
You  that  mingle  may." 

Men  who  agree  in  no  one  thing  except  to  oppose  and  to  prostrate  the 
Democratic  party — to  dishonor  the  memories  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson, 
and  to  shake  the  Union  from  " turret  to  foundation  stone,"  even  if 
the  edifice  is  too  strong  for  their  attack. 


A  visitor  from  abroad  to  this  capital  at  the  present  session,  listening 
to  some  of  the  speeches  coming  from  this  piebald  party — for  "  motley's 
the  only  wear" — might  candidly  have  thought  that  the  Democratic 
party  was  composed  of  Jacobins  and  agrarians  ;  while  a  severer, 
though  perhaps  not  unjustifiable  view,  would  have  made  him  regard 
them  as  a  band  of  assassins  and  thieves,  demanding  money  or  life,  and 
practicing  upon  the  despotic  social  principles  which  governed  Schiller's 
robbers,  or  prevailed  in  Gil  Bias's  celebrated  cavern  banditti.  To 
this  sort  of  abuse  the  Democracy  is  accustomed,  Jefferson  did  not 
escape  it ;  it  was  lavished  upon  Jackson,  as  a  tyrant  and  murderer  ; 
and  that  our  present  Chief  Magistrate  should  be  beyond  its  reach  could 
not  be  expected,  and  perhaps  it  was  but  little  to  be  desired. 

My  colleague  from  the  seventeenth  district,  [Mr.  McPherson,]  some 
weeks  since,  in  a  well-prepared  speech,  undertook  to  arraign,  almost 
for  treason,  the  Democratic  members  of  this  House  for  the  delay  in  its 
organization.  My  colleague  is  new  at  the  business.  He  comes  from 
a  district  which  is  generally  represented  by  one  of  other  than  his  pres- 
ent political  faith,  and  he  will,  I  anticipate  with  certainty,  be  suc- 
ceeded by  one  such  ;  and  he  is  making  the  most  of  his  time  to  establish 
his  claim  to  a  high  place  in  the  party  of  the  Opposition  by  the  most 
usual  and  acceptable  course  of  fighting  the  Democratic  party  on  some 
false  issue,  instead  of  attempting  to  assail  its  principles  or  to  uphold 
any  of  his  own.  If  there  was  delay,  unnecessary  delay,  improper  delay 
in  the  organization  of  this  House,  with  what  justice  can  it  be  charged 
upon  the  Democratic  party — a  party  confessedly  in  the  minority  here, 
having  but  very  few  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  number  of  mem- 
bers upon  this  floor  ?  Does  he  not  know  that  this  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives  is  composed  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members,  and  that 
there  are,  all  told,  but  eighty-nine  Democratic  members,  or  acting 
with  the  Democratic  party  ?  Is  not  this  undeniable  fact  a  sufficient 
answer  to  his  unfounded  charge?  Unless,  by  some  arithmetical  pro- 
cess unknown  to  my  limited  education,  eighty-nine  is  a  majority  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  the  idea,  it  strikes  me,  is  as  ridiculous 
as  it  is  unfounded  in  fact,  that  the  Democratic  party  had  the  power  to 
control  the  organization  of  this  House.  Ingenuity  may  suggest  and 
devise  much,  but  it  will  require  a  better  lawyer  than  even  my  colleague, 
for  I  acknowledge  his  merits  as  such,  to  make  a  plausible  argument 
in  favor  of  his  complaint.  Audacity  is  sometimes  confounded  with 
courage  ;  and  a  bold  assertion,  with  an  air  of  belief,  frequently  effects 
what  timid  argument  cannot  accomplish.  The  poet  recommended, 
though  not  exactly  as  to  law — 

"  Attempt  it  boldly  and  the  deed's  half  done." 

And  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  was  upon  this  principle  of  ethics  that 
the  charge  was  made.     What  are  the  facts  in  addition? 

The  Republicans,  lacking  one  or  two  of  an  absolute  majority,  with 
several  allies  in  reserve,  presented  as  their  candidate  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  now  so  ably  presides  over  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  ;  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  ability,  with  whom, 
on  an  important  committee  of  the  last  Congress,  it  was  my  good  for- 
tune and  pleasure  to  be  associated.  This  gentleman,  with  many 
others  equally  misguided,  some  of  whom  now  regret  it  quite  as  much 


as  I  am  sure  lie  does,  had  indorsed  and  recommended  the  circulation 
of  an  infamous  book  against  slavery,  justifying  lawlessness  and  murder. 
A  resolution  was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Clark,] 
that  any  one  who  had  indorsed  such  treasonable  doctrines  ought  not 
to  be  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  The  balloting  showed,  as  was  sup- 
posed, the  chair  within  the  gentleman's  ultimate  reach,  though  not 
yet  near  enough  to  be  grasped.  Under  this  pressure  an  explanation 
was  made  that  he  had  recommended  the  work  without  reading  it,  and 
at  the  request  of  a  fellow-Republican  ;  but  he  did  not,  from  first  to 
last,  nor  ever  until  now,  so  far  as  I  have  ever  heard,  repudiate  its 
doctrines  and  declare  that  he  dissented  from  them. 

It  will  not  do  for  him  to  say  that  he  was  not  required  to  explain — 
that  his  dignity  would  be  impaired  by  so  doing.  He  felt  called  upon 
to  do  so.  He  did  undertake  it.  He  consented  to  be  put  upon  his  de- 
fence, his  exculpation,  and  his  answer  ;  when  he  told  liow  he  had 
been  induced  to  sign  it.  And  that  was  the  time — tha^was  the  occa- 
sion which  one  who  despises  the  wretched  stuff  of  Heller  would  have 
gladly  seized  to  disembarrass  himself,  then  and  forever,  of  the  odium 
of  holding,  encouraging,  or  even  tolerating  such  doctrines.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not  do  so,  and  his  sun  went  to  the  west. 
His  explanation  of  how  the  recommendation  was  obtained  was  accepted, 
but  his  refusal  to  repudiate  the  doctrines  of  a  book  which  he  did  not 
deny  he  had  then  read  justified  and  demanded  the  inference  that  he 
approved  its  contents.  He  stood  by  the  book,  and  the  constitutional 
men  of  the  House  belonging  to  the  Opposition  party  united  with  the 
Democratic  vote  to  prevent  him,  who  indorsed  Heifer's  views,  from 
being  its  Speaker.  I  will  show  my  colleague  where  faction  was,  and 
who  were  the  factious.  The  constitutional  Opposition  party  presented 
as  a  candidate  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Smith.]  The 
Democrats,  loyal  to  the  Constitution,  and  desirous  of  an  organization, 
voted  for  him,  and  he  had  votes  enough  to  elect  him.  He  was  elected, 
when  there  was  exhibited  a  scene  such  as  history  cannot  parallel,  and 
such  as  I  trust  will  forever  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind. 

My  colleague  from  the  second  district,  [Mr.  Morris,]  who  repre- 
sents a  constituency  attached  to  the  Union,  had  voted  for  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina.  My  colleague  was  supposed  to  be,  par 
excellence,  an  American,  rather  than  a  Republican.  He  proclaimed 
himself  such,  and  disavowed  the  latter  ;  but  when  my  colleague  found 
that  his  own  candidate  was  actually  elected,  and  would  be  so  declared 
in  a  few  minutes,  he  performed  the  unparalleled  act  of  changing  his 
vote  to  defeat  him,  and  he  did  effectually  accomplish  that  purpose. 
Was  such  a  thing  ever  done  or  known  ?  Men  have  changed  their 
votes  to  effect  an  election  ;  but  did  any  one,  except  my  colleague, 
ever  change  his  vote  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  very  man  for 
whom  he  himself  had  voted  ?  This  act  shook  confidence  in  the  Amer- 
ican professions  of  my  colleague,  and  showed  him  inclined  to  wear  the 
black  feather.  His  act  was  bold,  and  he  could  not  be  accused  of  the 
white  feather. 

While  on  this  subject,  let  me  say — for  I  want  to  square  accounts  as 
1  proceed — that  his  excuse  was  as  great  a  mistake  as  either  the  vote 
or  the  change.     My  colleague  said  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
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Carolina  was  not  a  tariff  man  ;  which  he  knew,  if  at  all,  quite  as  well 
before  he  voted  for  him  as  when  he  changed  his  vote  ;  hut  such  is  not 
the  fact,  as  was  manifested  by  the*votes  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  some  few  days  after  in  favor  of  the  introduction  of  the  tariff 
hill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Having  thus  taken  from 
one  of  my  colleagues  the  American,  or  white  mask,  and  disclosed  the 
Eepuhlican,  or  dark  features,  I  will  proceed  further  with  this  matter 
of  organization . 

The  near  approach  to  the  election  of  a  national  man  of  the  Opposi- 
tion party  forced  the  Republicans  to  change  their  tactics,  to  haul  down 
the  Heifer  flag,  and  to  present  one  free  from  this  taint,  who  was  im- 
mediately elected — a  result  that  they  had  been  told  could  be  effected 
at  any  time  that  they  would  consent  to  withdraw  the  indorser  of  Hei- 
fer's book  ;  which  they,  with  a  bad  grace,  were  ultimately  compelled 
to  do.  Upon  whom,  then,  rests  the  responsibility  of  delaying  the  or- 
ganization of  this  House  ?  It  can  be  as  truly  ascribed  to  the  southern 
Opposition,  to  the  few  anti-Lecompton  men  who  could  not  succumb  to 
"The  Impending  Crisis/'  as  to  the  Democratic  members;  but  the 
truth  is,  and  the  people  of  the  country  will  so  understand  it,  it  was 
delayed  by  those  who  could  have  organized  it  whenever  they  chose,  as 
they  ultimately  did,,  but  who  were  determined,  if  they  could  accom- 
plish it  by  any  means,  to  have  one  of  Heifer's  indorsers  for  Speaker. 
Time  has  been  when  the  Democratic  party  has  not  had  an  absolute 
majority  here  ;  but  never  did  that  party  undertake  to  compel  an  or- 
ganization, as  did  the  Republicans.  Let  these  facts  go  to  the  world; 
and  if  the  people  can  and  will  sustain  a  course  such  as  was  pursued 
by  men  bent  on  "  rule  or  ruin,"  they  will  act  differently  from  what 
they  have  done  at  all  former  times  ;  and  then  there  might  be  a  fear 
for  the  peace  of  the  Union,  which,  fortunately,  there  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, no  occasion  to  apprehend  now. 

But  it  is  charged  that  the  Democrats  prevented  the  adoption  of  the 
plurality  rule.  To  this  I  interpose  my  denial — my  flat  denial ;  and 
my  colleague  has  no  right  to  charge  it.  His  deductions  are  not  logi- 
cal, nor  is  such  conclusion  justified  by  the  premises.  That  the  Demo- 
crats were  opposed  to  such  a  rule  is  the  fact ;  it  was  gotten  up  for  the 
purpose  expressly  of  electing  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  probably 
it  would,  if  adopted,  have  effected  that  purpose  ;  but  there  was  a 
majority  opposed  to  his  election,  and  why  shall  it  be  assumed  that 
any  one  of  them  would,  by  an  affirmative  vote  on  the  plurality  rule, 
do  what  he  had  refused  by  his  vote  for  Speaker  ?  Whom  is  it  that 
my  colleague  means  to  charge  with  such  contemptible  cowardice  and 
skulking  ?  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any  such  one.  Every  man 
opposed  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  have  voted  against  the 
rule  ;  and  it  would,  it  must  have  been  defeated.  The  idea  is  prepos- 
terous that  men  here  can  be  hoodwinked  and  led  blindfolded  to  such 
a  vote  ;  and  this  evidence  of  Democratic  delay  in  organization  fails  in 
truth.  Giving  men  credit  for  ordinary  intelligence  and  some  honesty, 
I  assert  that  every  member  who  was  opposed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  would  just  as  soon  have  voted  for  him  directly  as  have  voted  for 
him  indirectly  in  voting  for  the  plurality  rule;  for  the  responsibility 
of  the  vote  would  be  the  same. 
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The  propriety,  indeed,  constitutionality  of  such  a  rule,  is  very 
questionable  to  my  mind.  On  a  previous  occasion,  in  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Congress,  I  resisted  the  adoption  of  the  plurality  rule  and 
voted  against  it,  as  I  ever  will  while  I  continue  to  be  a  member  of 
Congress.  If  the  duty  of  a  Speaker  was  merely  to  preside  over  our 
deliberations  and  to  preserve  order,  the  selection  would  be  unimportant; 
but  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Speaker  are  very  great.  He  can 
very  decidedly  influence,  even  if  he  cannot  control,  legislation  here ; 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  manifest  impropriety  in  placing  in  the  chair 
any  one  not  acceptable  to  a  majority  of  the  whole  House.  If  the 
body  is  composed  of  three  or  more  minorities,  each  is  in  parliamentary 
law  the  same,  and  neither  one  ought  to  be  able  to  effect  an  election 
when  they  cannot  accomplish  any  other  result.  The  Speaker  appoints 
all  committess  ;  places  upon  each  a  very  decided  majority  of  his  own 
political  coadjutors.  The  business  of  the  House  is  done  entirely 
through  its  committees.  The  Speaker  gives  the  floor,  as  patronage, 
to  whom  he  pleases.  The  rule  in  regard  to  this  is,  by  common  con- 
sent, obsolete,  and  the  floor  is  sought  and  obtained  by  promise  in 
advance,  in  defiance  of  the  mode  pointed  out  by  rule.  Ought,  then, 
a  minority  Speaker  ever  to  fill  the  chair  ?  I  do  not  care  to  elaborate 
this  question,  but  it  is  of  grave  importance  and  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration; but  I  cannot  concede  that  any  one  minority  has  a  superior 
claim  over  the  other,  or  such  a  paramount  right  as  demands  the  sacri- 
fice which  will  produce  the  results  I  have  mentioned. 

The  Eepublican  charge,  that  the  Democratic  members  of  this  House 
delayed  its  organization,  is  like  the  cry  of  "  stop  thief,' '  used  by  the 
criminal  to  avert  suspicion  and  elude  pursuit.  I  recommend  to  them 
Burns's  well  known  lines  : 

"  Oh,  wad  some  power  the  giftie  gie  us 
To  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us ; 
It  would  frae  many  a  blunder  free  us, 
And  foolish  notion." 

Upon  these  facts,  I  assert  that  the  delay  was  produced  by  the  Re- 
publicans  themselves,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purpose  I  have  stated ; 
and  whatever  of  discredit  belongs  to  the  act  must  be  borne  by  its 
willing  perpetrators. 

But  there  are  other  charges  against  the  Democratic  party  demand- 
ing notice.  One  is  that  it  is  corrupt  and  extravagant ;  but  these  are 
generalities  of  which  no  specification  is  attempted  nor  proof  offered. 
I  deny  it  in  toto.  Compare  or  contrast  a  Democratic  Administration 
with  any  of  a  different  character,  and  the  result  will  show  so  favorably 
to  the  Democratic  party  as  to  create  astonishment  that  any  one  had 
the  hardihood  to  make  such  a  charge.  But  I  have  not  time  to  deal 
with  such  generalities  ;  they  disprove  themselves,  and  are  scarcely 
worth  the  passing  notice  I  have  given  them. 

It  is  charged  that  the  Democratic  party  is  a  pro-slavery  party. 
Against  this  I  enter  my  emphatic  denial — it  is  not  true  in  any  man- 
ner ;  the  Democratic  party  is  neither  pro-slavery  nor  anti-slavery ; 
such  sectional  distinctions  are  unknown  to  it — it  is  national.  The 
State  from  which  I  come  was  the  first  to  abolish  slavery,  and  in  Penn- 
sylvania every  human  being  is  free  ;  its  institutions  are  founded  upon 
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this  principle,  and  I  agree  with  them  entirely.  I  do  not  admire  the  in- 
stitution  of  slavery,  nor  its  attendants  ;  but  my  taste  and  my  judgment 
must  not  control  my  duty  towards  those  of  different  tastes  and  judg- 
ment. The  Democratic  doctrine  in  regard  to  slavery,  as  I  understand 
it,  is  to  stand  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  The  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  States,  and  its  continuance  there,  are  admitted  to  be  le- 
gal. The  boldest  of  the  Kepublicans  dares  not  avow  the  right,  though 
he  does  not  conceal  the  desire,  to  meddle  with  it  within  a  State.  The 
right  of  each  State  to  manage  its  domestic  institutions  in  its  own  way 
is  conceded.  Its  introduction  into  a  Territory  of  the  United  States  is 
a  judicial  question,  and  has  been  fully  met  and  decided  by  the  highest 
human  tribunal — the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ;  their  de- 
cision is  the  law,  and  every  good  citizen  will  yield  a  ready  submission, 
for  opposition  to  the  law  is  but  treason.  It  has  been  decided,  and  it 
is  the  law,  that  slavery  exists  in  the  Territories  by  virtue  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ;  that  the  Territories  are  the  common 
property  of  all,  and  every  citizen  may  take  his  property  there  ;  that 
Congress  has  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  subject ;  that  there  is  no 
such  power  in  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  that  there  can  be  no 
qualification  or  restriction  until  the  Territory  becomes  a  State.  I 
know  this  is  the  law,  and  that  is  enough  for  me  ;  my  party  acts  too 
upon  this  principle. 

"  For  better  'tis 
To  bless  the  sun,  than  reason  why  it  shines." 

The  Kepublicans  oppose  the  law  of  the  land  ;  they  avow  their  pur- 
pose to  legislate  slavery  out  of  the  Territories,  notwithstanding  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when  they  well  know  that  any  such 
legislation  will  be  declared  invalid,  and  an  attempt  to  enforce  it  will 
reproduce  in  the  Territories  the  anarchies  and  outrages  of  the  once 
bleeding  Kansas.  They  avow  themselves  anti-slavery ;  this  they 
may  be  in  their  views,  but  when  they  undertake  to  act  upon  these 
views,  they  become  traitors  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  Al- 
though I  am  not  a  lawyer,  yet  I  know  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  says : 

"  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  of  every  State  shall  be  bound 
thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

I  charge,  and  will  prove,  that  the  Kepublican  party  is  the  pro- 
slavery  party,  and  have  done  and  are  doing  more  to  rivet  the  chains  of 
the  slave,  and  to  increase  their  number,  than  any  other  body  or  cause. 
It  cannot  be  denied  by  any  honest  and  observant  man  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Abolitionists  for  thirty  years  past  has  retarded  emanci- 
pation. But  for  them  and  their  violence  at  least  four  States  would 
have  been,  in  my  opinion,  in  progress  of  freedom  from  slavery  ;  per- 
haps some  one  had  reached  it  absolutely.  The  continuance  of  this 
aggression  upon  southern  rights  will  produce,  in  all  the  southern 
States,  what  one  (Arkansas)  has  already  done — the  expulsion  of  the 
free  negroes.  The  free  States  will  prohibit  their  immigration,  not 
wanting  this  expelled  people  among  them  ;  and  these  poor  creatures 
will  sell  themselves  and  go  willingly  into  slavery  for  the  sake  of  find- 
ing a  home,  or  of  keeping  the  one  with  which  they  were  satisfied,  but 


from  which  they  were  driven  by  these  lawless  agitators.  If  such 
have  been,  are,  and  will  he  the  fruits  of  Kepuhlicanism,  have  I  not 
proved  my  charge  that  they  are  the  real  pro-slavery  party  ?  I  allege, 
also,  that  disunion  is  most  prevalent  in  their  ranks.  The  cry  of  dis- 
union has  come  most  loudly  and  frequently  from  them,  and  without 
the  slightest  reason.  They  have  had  no  rights  invaded  nor  violated ; 
there  have  been  no  attempts  to  force  slavery  upon  them  ;  but  because 
they  cannot  abolish  slavery  elsewhere  in  defiance  of  the  Constitution, 
they  have  threatened  disunion. 

The  first  threat  of  disunion  publicly  made  was  made  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  January  14, 1811,  by  Josiah  Quincy, 
of  Massachusetts,  who  declared  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  allow  a 
constitution  to  be  formed  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Louisiana 
as  a  State  justified  disunion,  and  the  States  ought  to  separate.  The 
present  governor  of  Massachusetts  declared  himself  willing  iC  to  let 
the  Union  slide."  Griddings,  of  Ohio,  Mann,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
many,  many  other  Republicans,  have  uttered  similar  sentiments 
without  any  grievance,  except  that  slavery  exists  elsewhere  and  they 
cannot  reach  it.  I  do  not  deny  that  southern  men,  too,  have  cried 
\[  disunion,"  and  I  do  not  justify  nor  excuse  them.  I  am  opposed  to 
disunion,  now  and  forever,  for  any  cause,  or  in  any  form.  But  let  us 
see  how  the  southern  men  stand  on  this  question.  Common  justice 
should  be  done  to  them ;  and  though  it  is  true  that  a  few  excited 
men  of  the  South,  smarting  under  aggression,  have  cried  dis- 
union, yet  I  believe  it  has  met  but  limited  favor.  The  men  of  the 
South  do  say:  "We  love  the  Union,  we  prize  its  advantages,  and 
should  be  sorry  to  lose  them,  but  we  claim  and  insist  upon  our  con- 
stitutional rights  ;^f  you  of  the  North  will  continue  your  warfare 
upon  us  ;  if  you  will  send  your  abolition  mongers,  disguised  as  ped- 
dlers and  itinerant  book  venders,  to  corrupt  our  free  negroes  and  to 
incite  our  slaves  ;  if  you  will  furnish  money  and  arms  to  desperadoes 
to  burn  our  villages  and  destroy  our  people,  we  had  better  be  sep- 
arated from  you,  for  these  disadvantages  outweigh  all  the  benefits  of 
the  Union.  We  want  to  remain  with  you  in  peace,  not  in  danger  or 
dread ;  and  we  cannot  stay,  unless  you  will  allow  us  to  do  so,  as  we 
have  all  along  done,  in  a  spirit  of  fraternal  love."  This  is  the  tone 
of  the  South.  There  is  now  no  threat  of  disunion  ;  there  is  a  subdued 
apprehension  of  its  necesssity ;  it  is  told  u  more  in  sorrow  than  in 
anger ;"  and  I  do  not  believe  the  justice  of  such  complaints  will  be 
questioned  by  any  fair  man. 

The  Republican  party  is  the  disunion  party.  Some  of  its  members 
openly  proclaim  for  disunion,  while  all  unite  in  a  course  of  unconsti- 
tutional aggression,  which  is  calculated  to  produce  disunion  at  the 
South,  and  which  would  but  be  too  probable  if  this  party  succeeded  in 
getting  into  power.  They  want  disunion  ;  their  movements  are  for 
disunion.  Some  of  them  have  declared  their  desire  for  "  anti-slavery 
constitution,"  "  for  the  obliteration  of  the  section  relating  to  fugi- 
tives," and  that  "  the  Constitution  is  a  covenant  with  death,  and  a 
league  with  hell."  Contrast  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  two 
parties,  and  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  disunionists  are  the  Repuli- 
cans. 
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In  the  year  1832  South  Carolina  threatened  nullification ;  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  gallant  and  glorious  Jackson,  declared 
his  determination  that  the  law  of  the  land  should  he  executed.  The 
law  was  enforced.  South  Carolina  did  not  attempt  to  execute  her 
threat,  and  here  her  attempted  nullification  ended.  But  now  there 
are  several  States  that  practically  and  openly  nullify  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  All  of  these  States  are  under  Kepublican  rulers. 
Massachusetts  and  some  other  of  the  New  England  States  have  made 
the  execution  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  a  punishable  crime.  Wisconsin 
and  some  of  her  neighbors  have  done  likewise  ;  and  even  now  a  con- 
flict of  authority  between  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Wisconsin  is  but  too  probable.  A  criminal  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment by  the  United  States  court  in  that  State  for  violation  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  act — imprisoned  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States — 
was  released  by  the  Eepublican  judges  of  the  State  court.  The  man- 
date of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  court  to 
make  return  to  the  writ  of  error  was  disregarded  and  disobeyed ;  even 
now,  when  the  reversal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  court  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  marshal  to  arrest  and  imprison  the  criminal,  the  State  authori- 
ties openly  assert  their  intention  again  to  release  him.  What  becomes 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  which  I  have  already  referred  ?  It 
is  repudiated  and  set  at  defiance  by  Eepublicans. 

When  the  governor  of  Virginia  demanded,  with  all  legal  formali- 
ties^ from  the  Eepublican  governors  of  Ohio  and  Iowa  the  surrender 
of  the  fugitives  from  justice,  charged  with  murder,  his  demand  was 
not  complied  with,  and  the  fugitives  were  not  delivered.  When  a 
similar  demand  was  made  upon  the  Democratic  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  am  happy  to  say,  it  was  at  once  complied  with.  According 
to  the  constitutional  obligation,  the  fugitive  was  handed  over,  and  the 
violated  justice  of  a  sister  Commonwealth  was  vindicated  in  his  pun- 
ishment. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  directs  the  return  of 
fugitives  from  labor  or  service  or  justice ;  and  the  violators  of  these 
provisions  are  to  be  found  in  the  high  places  of  the  Eepublican  party. 
They  are  the  practical  nullifiers.  Is  it  not,  then,  hypocrisy  for  them 
to  descant  upon  the  merits  of  the  Union  ?  They  who  nullify  its  laws, 
separate  and  disunite  themselves,  and  endeavor  to  goad  others  into 
a  like  lawlessness,  should  be  known,  and  when  known,  their  doom 
cannot  be  doubtful — 

'  j  Hie  niger  est  : 
Hunc  tu,  Romane,  caveto." 

Here  is  the  practical  disunion,  and  I  defy  proof  of  similar  violation 
of  constitutional  law  on  the  part  of  the  Democrats  ;  yet  the  constant 
cry  is  that  the  Democrats  favor  disunion,  while  the  truth  is,  the  Ee- 
publicans are  actually  practicing  it.  I  ask  this  question  of  every 
thinking  citizen  :  under  a  Democratic  Administration  is  not  the  Union 
safe  past  peradventure  ?  And  under  a  Eepublican  one,  is  not  its  peace 
endangered,  if  even  its  continuance  can  be  maintained  ?  The  affirma- 
tive answers  will  indicate  the  political  duty. 

The  Democratic  party,  some  of  my  colleagues  say,  is  an  anti-tariff 
party.     This  is  not  true.     This  question  seems  sectional,  not  political. 
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In  the  last  Congress,  two  Democratic  members  of  this  House  from 
Connecticut,  three  from  New  Jersey,  fifteen  from  Pennsylvania,  seve- 
ral from  New  York  and  California,  voted  steadily  and  persistently  to 
change  and  increase  the  tariff;  and  at  the  present  session,  though 
there  are  hut  few  Democrats  from  the  northern  States — treachery  and 
deception  having  done  their  work — yet  they  have  voted  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  and  will  do  so  again  and  again.  In  Pennsylvania  the  feel- 
ing is  unanimous.  This  is  admitted  by  the  Opposition,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  resolution,  recently  adopted  at  one  of  their  mass 
meetings,  which  was  addressed  by  their  candidate  for  Governor : 

"  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  reiterate  our  fidelity  to  the  protection  of  American  indus- 
try. Our  opponents  themselves  dare  not,  in  Pennsylvania,  dissent  from  that  policy  which 
multiplies  home  markets  and  home  exchanges,  stimulates  every  domestic  art  and  enterprise, 
and  blesses,  not  Pennsylvania  alone,  but  every  State  of  our  Confederacy." 

But  are  the  Kepublicans  sincere  in  their  professions  of  attachment 
for  an  increased  tariff?  I  doubt  it  mightily.  For  why,  among  the 
enumerated  principles  of  the  party,  set  forth  in  their  call  for  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  was  there  no  allusion  to  the  subject?  It  certainly 
is  not  one  of  their  indispensable  political  principles  ;  and  their  support 
of  it,  in  certain  regions,  is  very  lukewarm.  Contrast  the  resolutions 
of  the  two  conventions  recently  held  in  Pennsylvania.  That  of  the 
Opposition  says  : 

"  In  the  enactment  of  revenue  laws  by  the  General  Government,  fair  and  adequate  pro- 
tection should  be  systematically  afforded  to  the  industry  of  all  classes  of  our  citizens.  That 
we  maintain  a  devoted  attachment  to  the  policy  of  national  exchanges,  which  secures  to  the 
workingman  liberal  wages,  to  farmers  and  planters  remunerative  prices  for  their  products,  to 
mechanics  and  manufacturers  for  their  skill,  labor,  and  enterprise,  and  to  the  nation  commer- 
cial prosperity  and  independence." 

And  without  any  violent  strain  of  meaning,  it  may  signify  that 
sort  of  national  exchanges  which  our  free-trade  friends  desire,  which 
would  satisfy  the  Virginia  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.  Millson,]  or  even  the  war-horse  of  free  trade  from  South 
Carolina,  [General  McQueen.] 

The  resolution  of  the  Democratic  convention  has,  at  any  rate,  an 
unmistakable  meaning  ;  it  is : 

"  That  the  convictions  of  the  Democratic  party  remain  unshaken  in  the  wisdom  and  policy 
of  adequate  protection  of  iron,  coal,  wool,  and  the  other  great  staples  of  the  country,  based 
upon  the  necessities  of  a  reasonable  revenue  system  of  the  General  Government ;  and,  approv- 
ing of  the  views  of  President  Buchanan  upon  the  subject  of  specific  duties,  we  earnestly 
desire  our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  such  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  as 
the  unwise  legislation  of  the  Republican  party  in  1857  renders  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  great  industrial  interests  of  Pennsylvania." 

I  do  doubt  their  sincerity.  I  believe  it  is  their  intention  to  force 
through  this  House  a  tariff  bill  which  they  hope  and  know  the  Senate 
will  not  accept ;  they  will  have  nothing  less,  and  then  they  will  cry 
that  the  Democratic  Senate  has  defeated  the  tariff.  I  have  prepared 
and  submitted  a  bill  such  as  I  firmly  believe  can  be  passed  by  both 
branches,  and  will  be  approved  by  the  Executive,  giving  full  and  the 
best  protection  to  the  interests  of  my  own  State,  and  the  staples  of 
the  whole  county,  in  the  shape  of  Specific  duties.  Coming  from  a 
Democrat,  it  will  not,  of  course,  be  sanctioned  by  the  Republicans ; 
but  "  forewarned  is  forearmed,"  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  the  whole  nation,  will  not  be  deceived  by  their  insincere  professions 
or  unfounded  complaints. 
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My  every  vote  lias  been  in  favor  of  a  tariff  which  shall  produce  an 
abundant  revenue,  with  discrimination  to  protect  our  own  industrial 
interests.  I  do  not  forget  that  Massachusetts  men  and  Massachusetts 
gold  ($87,000)  were  instrumental  in  putting  upon  the  country  the 
tariff  act  of  1857  ;  the  one  which,  more  than  any  other,  discriminated 
the  least  in  favor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  principles  of  this  party  are  various  in  various  quarters.  In 
my  State  they  are  called  the  "  People's  party;"  and  while  some  of 
them  launch  out  in  praise  of  foreign  emigration,  others  of  them  de- 
nounce and  proscribe  foreigners.  Nay,  one  of  their  leading  men,  a 
few  nights  since,  at  a  mass  meeting,  said  his  party  had  been  beaten 
by  foreigners,  who  did  not  eat  meat  on  Friday  ;  thus  ridiculing  a  reli- 
gious observance  of  a  large  and  respectable  Christian  sect.  Another 
of  them,  in  the  same  spirit,  said  "  he  was  in  favor  of  the  Chicago 
nominee,  but  did  not  want  a  candidate  who  would  ask  Bishop  John 
Hughes  how  to  act,"  alluding  to  Governor  Seward.  Yet  this  is  the 
party  that  is  against  slavery  in  the  Territories,  because  they  ought  to 
be  peopled  by  the  white  emigrants  from  other  countries.  Out  upon 
such  double  dealing ! 

"  Doff  off  that  lion's  hide, 
And  wear  a  calf-skin  on  those  recreant  limbs." 

In  1856  a  desperate  attempt  was  made  by  the  Opposition  party  to 
take  possession  of  the  Government- — a  candidate  of  no  fixed  or  known 
political  views,  John  C.  Fremont,  was  nominated.  He  had  been  a 
gallant  soldier,  although  he  had  abandoned  the  Army  service,  and 
this,  it  was  known,  would  give  him  strength  with  the  people,  who 
are  ever  willing  to  trust  their  battles  at  home  to  be  fought  by  those 
who  act  bravely  on  the  battle-field  abroad.  The  effort  failed.  The 
Democracy  rallied,  and  placed  in  the  Executive  chair  a  tried  and  trusty 
statesman  of  the  old  school,  who  had  spent  nearly  forty-five  years, 
almost  uninterruptedly,  in  the  public  service — the  last  of  trained  states- 
men !  Clay,  Calhoun,  Benton,  Webster,  King,  Clayton,  have  all 
passed  to  immortality,  and  the  mushrooms  of  a  night's  growth  are 
substituted  for  them. 

The  Opposition  has  attacked  the  administration  of  James  Buchanan 
with  virulence,  venom,  and  injustice.  Look  at  its  pot  icy  and  its  suc- 
cesses. A  desperate  rebellion  has  been  quelled  in  Utah  ;  our  fabrics 
and  manufactures  find  a  good  market  in  Paraguay.  Japan,  with  her 
millions  of  inhabitants,  is  our  valuable  customer ;  and  England — 
haughty  England — has  succumbed  and  relinquished  her  right  to  visit 
and  search  the  vessels  of  our  country  at  sea.  We  are  preparing  a 
peaceable  and  prosperous  alliance  with  Mexico  and  Central  America. 
China  has  made  a  favored  treaty,  and  indemnified  our  citizens,  and 
has  already  paid  part  of  the  indemnity.  Our  flag  is  everywhere  re- 
spected ;  the  American  citizen,  native  or  naturalized,  moves  through 
every  country  with  a  well-placed  confidence  in  its  protection.  Peace 
and  plenty  prevail  at  home.  Kansas  has  stopped  bleeding,  and  the 
country  is  prosperous.  Yet  James  Buchanan  gets  no  credit  for  these 
things  ;  but  is  the  daily  target  for  the  practicing  shots  of  this  Opposi- 
tion. Time,  however,  will  correct  this.  Like  Andrew  Jackson,  he 
has  moved  onwards  undisturbed  by  the  treacherous  and  treasonable 


11 

assaults,  relying  upon  posterity  to  do  him  that  undisputed  justice 
which  the  heat  of  present  partisanship  will,  not  allow.  The  result  of 
1860  ;  the  success  of  his  party  ;  the  estahlishment  of  another  adminis- 
tration upon  his  principles  ;  the  downfall  of'  the  allies,  shall  be  the 
signal  and  the  first  step  in  his  vindication. 

I  have  said  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
than  I  had  intended.  I  rose  to  defend  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
so  doing  I  have  become  an  accuser  of  the  Kepublican  party.  I  do  not 
shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  the  position.  I  thought  that  silence 
was  subject  to  misconstruction.  Either  one  of  my  two  Democratic 
colleagues — for  we  are  but  three,  all  told — would  have  done  better  ; 
but  they  have  deferred  this  duty  to  me,  as  their  senior  in  service.  I 
have  faith,  great,  abiding,  in  the  intelligence,  discrimination,  and 
patriotism  of  the  people.  I  believe  the  year  1860  will  be  eventful  in 
prostrating  forever  many  of  the  political  heresies  of  our  opponents. 
My  own  State,  the  keystone  of  the  arch,  has  opened  the  canvass  with 
spirit,  and  with  a  determination  to  achieve  victory.  Of  the  result 
there  no  one  can  doubt.  True  to  the  Constitution,  true  to  law,  true 
to  liberty,  aud  true  to  the  Union,  Pennsylvania's  vote  will  be  largely 
in  favor  of  the  Democracy.  She  stops  not  to  inquire  about  men  ; 
principles  guide  her  ;  and  the  nominee  of  the  Charleston  convention, 
presented  upon  a  platform  broad  and  sound  enough  for  all  national 
men,  East,  West,  North,  and  South,  to  stand  upon,  will  assuredly 
have  her  vote.  With  Democratic  success,  the  whole  nation  will  re- 
joice. With  a  firm  and  energetic  man  for  President,  one  by  whom  the 
mantle  of  Jackson  may  be  gracefully  borne — and  of  the  nomination 
of  such  a  one  I  have  great  hope — these  miscreant  political  disturbers 
of  the  nation's  peace  will  be  thrown 

' '  To  the  vile  dust  from  which  they  sprung, 
Unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung." 


THE    TARIFF    QUESTION. 


REMARKS 


OF  THE 


HON.  THOMAS  B.  FLORENCE,  OF  PEM. 


DELIVERED  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  WEDNESDAY, 
*  APRIL  25,  1860. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  considering  the 
bill  "  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  outstanding  treasury  notes,  to  authorize  a.  loan,  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes" — 

Mr.  FLORENCE  said  :  I  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  committee 
for  a  brief  period  to  state,  I  have  offered  a  substitute  for  the  tariff  sec" 
tions  of  the  bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  be- 
cause I  am  sincerely  desirous  that  we  shall  effect  a  reformation  of  the 
tariff,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  the  bill  of  the  committee,  however 
it  may  pass  the  House,  will  not  meet  the  acquiescence  of  the  Senate. 
The  country  requires  an  increased  revenue,  and  the  people  demand 
that  this  shall  be  obtained  by  discriminating  duties.  These  views  I 
have  kept  in  mind,  and  I  believe  that  the  project  introduced  by  me, 
which  I  acknowledge  is  partly  borrowed  from  a  similar  bill  introduced 
last  year,  is  ample  for  these  purposes— it  is  simple  in  its  details — it 
avoids  the  perplexities  and  complications  of  the  main  bill — it  is  free 
from  compound  duties — it  has  no  minimums — it  gives  specific  duties 
for  our  country's  staples,  and  it  is  one  which  I  firmly  believe  would 
be  acceptable  tQ  the  Senate,  leaving  for  further  legislation  any  exten- 
sion of  the  system,     I  have  made  the  alterations  as  few  and  as  plain 
as  possible  to  be  effective.     I  will  briefly  explain  its  provisions,  pre- 
mising that  I  have  named  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year  as  the 
time  when  it  shall  go  into  effect,  instead  of  a  later  time  during  the 
year,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.     I  leave  the 
free  list  untouched  and  unaltered — my  change  is  upon  articles  now 
subject  to  duty.    It  might  be  improved,  but  wishing  to  avert  opposi- 
tion, I  have  proposed  merely  to  increase  the  duty  on  dutiable  articles, 
and  not  to  extend  their  numbers.     I  have  brought  the  other  rules 
back  and  up  to  the  tariff  of  1846,  save  only  the  two  first,  H  and 
B,  which  have  not  been  put  as  high  as  they  were.    I  have  transferred 
all  the  textile  fabrics — manufactured  dry  goods — to  the  one  and  the 
same  class,  thus  getting  rid  of  the  fraud  practiced  in  determining 
which  ingredient  is  the  most  prominent,  placing  them  all  on  one 
footing,  leaving  no  temptation  for  fraud  or  perjury.     I  have  placed 
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specific  duties  on  articles  of  a  nearly  uniform  value,  assessing  a  general 
value  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  appraisers.  Brandy  and  such  liquors 
are  placed  at  full,  but  not  extravagant  rates,  while  the  other  articles 
are  but  little,  if  anything,  above  the  rates  of  the  tariff  of  '46,  squared 
into  specifics,  making  the  collection  of  the  real  duty  more  certain. 
My  entire  list  is  in 

SCHEDULE  I. 

Brandy,  one  dollar  per  gallon. 

Gin,  whiskey,  and  spirits  distilled  from  grain,  fifty  cents  per  gallon. 

Coal,  one  dollar  per  ton. 

Coke  and  culm  of  coal,  five  cents  per  bushel. 

Bussian  hemp,  forty  dollars  per  ton. 

Manilla  hemp  or  plantain  bark,  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton. 

Sisal  grass,  jute,  coir,  or  other  such  vegetable  substances,  unmanu- 
factured, and  not  otherwise  provided  for,  twenty -five  dollars  per  ton. 

Lead,  unmanufactured,  one  cent  per  pound. 

Zinc,  in  pigs  or  bars,  one-half  cent  per  pound. 

Steel,  in  bars,  cast  iron,  and  castings,  twelve  dollars  per  ton. 

Bar  iron,  round  or  square,  not  less  than  five-eighths  of  an  inch  nor 
more  than  three  inches  in  diameter  ;  flat,  not  thinner  than  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  nor  thicker  than  once  inch,  and  not  narrower  than  one  and 
one-fourth  inch  nor  wider  than  six  inches,  sixteen  dollars  per  ton. 

Pig,  old,  and  scrap  iron,  six  dollars  per  ton. 

White  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound. 

Kefined  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound. 

Other  kinds  of  sugar,  one  cent  and  a  quarter  per  pound. 

Molasses,  six  cents  per  gallon. 

It  will  be  seen  this  enhances  the  staples  of  all  sections;  and  this  bill,  if 
passed,  will  augment  the  revenue  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  above  pre- 
sent rates.  Assuming  that  the  reports  of  the  next  year  will  reach  the 
expectation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  would  require 
about  four  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  imports,  this  tariff  would 
give^  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars ;  but  if,  as  it  is  hoped, 
the  imports  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  sixty  millions — 
the  highest  point  ever  yet  attained  in  any  one  year — then  a  reve- 
nue from  duties  of  about  sixty- seven  and  a  half  millions  could  be 
received  under  this  bill.  I  appeal  to  all  true  friends  of  the  measure 
to  discard  party  and  to  vote  for  a  bill  that,  in  my  judgment,  can  suc- 
ceed, and  not  join  in  a  vain  search  for  what  cannot  reasonably  be 
expected  by  its  most  sanguine  advocate ;  but  to  secure,  as  we  may  all 
desire,  that  which  I  trust  may  be  accorded,  proper  and  judicious  pro- 
tection of  all  the  industrial  interests  in  our  extended  confederacy. 
That  gentlemen  may  see  just  what  I  propose,  and  in  order  that  they 
may  be  informed  upon  the  subject,  I  submit,  in  conclusion,  the  entire 
proposition  I  have  introduced  for  their  consideration,  as  follows : 

A  BILL  to  fix  and  regulate  the  duty  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  on  and  after 
the  first  day  of  July  next,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  by 


law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which  are  by  existing  law 
subject  to  the  payment  of  duty,  there  shall  be  imposed  and  paid  on 
the  goods,  waresj  and  merchandise  herein  enumerated  and  provided 
for,  imported  from  foreign  countries,  the  following  rates  of  duty,  that 
is  to  say : 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  u  A,"  of 
the  tariff  act  passed  thirtieth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  a 
duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  waresj  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  "B,"  of 
the  tariff  act  of  July  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  a  duty  of 
thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  "  C,"  of 
the  tariff  act  of  July  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  a  duty 
of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  UD,"  of 
the  tariff  act  of  July  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six_,  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  wares,  aod  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  "E,"  of 
the  tariff  act  of  July  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  on 
all  articles  subject  to  duty  not  specially  provided  for  or  herein  enu- 
merated, a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  goods,  waresj  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  "  F/'  of 
the  tariff  act  of  July  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  a  duty 
.   of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

And  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  mentioned  in  schedule  "G- 
and  H,"  of  the  tariff  act  passed  July  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six,  a  duty  of  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem,  with  such  excep- 
tions as  are  hereafter  made. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  blankets,  baizes,  bookings, 
flannels,  and  floor  cloths,  of  whatever  material  composed,  silk  and  all 
manufactures  thereof  not  otherwise  specially  provided  for,  shall  be 
transferred  to  schedule  "  C,"  and  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem  ;  and  on  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  men- 
tioned in  schedule  "V  of  this  act  there  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
and  paid  specific  duties  as  affixed  to  each  and  every  article,  as  fol- 
lows : 

SCHEDUDE  I. 

Brandy,  one  dollar  per  gallon. 

Gin,  whiskey,  and  spirits  distilled  from  grain,  fifty  cents  per  gallon. 

Coal,  one  dollar  per  ton. 

Coke  and  culm  of  coal,  five  cents  per  bushel. 

Kussian  hemp,  forty  dollars  per  ton.  \ 

Manilla  hemp  or  plaintain  bark,  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton. 

Sisal  grass,  jute,  coir,  or  other  such  vegetable  substances,  unmanu- 
factured, and  not  otherwise  provided  for,  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton. 

Manufactured  flax  and  codilla,  or  tow  of  flax  and  hemp,  twenty-five 
dollars  per  ton. 

Lead,  unmanufactured,  one  cent  per  pound. 

Zinc,  in  pigs  or  bars,  one-half  cent  per  pound. 


Zinc,  in  sheets,  one  and  a  half  cent  per  pound. 

Steel,  in  oars,  cast,  shear,  or  German,  fifty  dollars  per  ton. 

Steel,  all  other  kinds,  forty-five  dollars  per  ton. 

Railroad  iron,  cast  iron,  and  castings,  twelve  dollars  per  ton. 

Bar  iron,  round  or  square,  not  less  than  five-eighths  of  an  inch  nor 
more  than  three  inches  in  diameter  ;  flat,  not  thinner  than  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  nor  thicker  than  one  inch,  and  not  narrower  than  one  and 
one-fourth  inch  nor  wider  than  six  inches,  sixteen  dollars  per  ton. 

Pig,  old,  and  scrap  iron,  six  dollars  per  ton. 

Manufactured  iron,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  twenty  dollars  per 
ton. 

White  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound. 

Refined  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound. 

Other  kinds  of  sugar,  one  cent  and  a  quarter  per  pound. 

Molasses,  six  cents  per  gallon. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  the  in- 
voice and  entry  shall  not  contain  the  weight  or  quantity,  or  measure 
of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  now  weighed  or  measured  or  gauged, 
the  same  shall  be  weighed,  measured,  or  gauged  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner,  agent,  or  consignee. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise imported  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  which  may  be  in 
the  public  stores  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  shall  be  subject, 
when  afterwards  entered  for  consumption,  to  no  other  rate  of  duty 
than  if  the  same  had  been  respectively  imported  at  the  date  of  entry. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  claim  for  abatement  or 
diminution  of  duty  shall  be  allowed  by  reason  or  on  account  of  any 
damage  or  depreciation  in  value  arising  after  exportation  ;  and  no  de- 
duction shall  be  made  for  or  by  reason  of  any  discount  or  abatement 
from  the  value  contained  in  the  invoice. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  go  into  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  at  which  time 
all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
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